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The National Park Service (NPS) participates in the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission (FERC) licensing proceedings to enhance 
recreation opportunities and improve environmental and cultural resources 
protection at new and existing hydropower facilities across the nation, both 
within and outside the National Park System. 

Within national parks, the NPS supports hydropower technologies that can 
meet park energy needs without adverse impacts on natural and cultural 
resources and visitor opportunities. 

In FERC hydropower proceedings, the NPS advises on flow requirements to 
protect recreation resources, natural habitats, and aesthetic resources. 

Within the National Park System, the NPS protects and manages water and 
aquatic resources. Issues include policy, planning, and regulatory review; 
water quality; water rights; floodplain management; erosion and sediment 
control; fisheries management; protection of wetland and riparian habitats 
and ocean and coastal resources. 

The NPS works to improve environmental conditions, cultural resources 
protection, and recreational opportunities at existing hydropower facilities, 
and to ensure that biological diversity, ecosystem function, natural and 
cultural heritage, and recreational opportunities are incorporated into the 
assessment and development of new hydropower capacity. 

The NPS strives to ensure that nationally significant protected areas 
and some geographic locations are recognized as not appropriate for 
hydropower/hydrokinetic development and testing.
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Mission
“…to preserve, unimpaired, the natural 
and cultural resources and values of the 
national park system for the enjoyment, 
education, and inspiration of this and 
future generations. The National Park 
Service (NPS) cooperates with partners 
to extend the benefits of natural and 
cultural resource conservation and outdoor 
recreation throughout this country and  
the world.”

Overview
The National Park Service (NPS) stewards 
401 parks, 23 national scenic and national 
historic trails, and 58 wild and scenic rivers 
as of March 2013. Through programs that 
provide technical and financial assistance, 
the NPS further helps the nation protect 
resources for public enjoyment that are not 
part of the national park system. The NPS 
also participates in Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission (FERC) licensing proceedings, 
helping protect recreational resources and 
historical and archaeological values while 
supporting sustainable hydropower. 

For more information about NPS programs 
that work within and beyond park boundaries, 
visit http://www.nps.gov/policy/MPPart2.pdf 
or the NPS Hydropower Assistance website: 
http://www.nps.gov/hydro/.

Geographic Scope
Nationwide; with Headquarters in 
Washington, D.C., and seven regional offices 
located across the country

Appropriations Source
U.S. House Appropriations Subcommittee on 
Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies
U.S. Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on 
Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies

Hydro-Related Roles, Interests, Activities

http://www.nps.gov/policy/MPPart2.pdf
http://www.nps.gov/hydro/


The NPS assesses the ecological impacts of changes in water flow due to 
hydropower development on NPS resources. 

In collaboration with others, the NPS has published guidance on 
methodologies for assessing flows for recreational use, and evaluating 
recreational impacts of hydrokinetic (tidal, in-river current, and wave) 
projects. 

For more information, access the Flows and Recreation: A Guide to Studies 
for River Professionals document: http://hydroreform.org/sites/default/
files/ flowrec.pdf; or, see the Hydrokinetic Energy Projects and Recreation: 
A Guide to Assessing Impacts publication: http://www.hydroreform.org/
hydroguide/hydrokinetic-recreation. 

The NPS works collaboratively with FERC, hydropower companies, other 
federal and state agencies, and local recreation and conservation interests 
to develop recreation opportunities through the FERC licensing process. 
The NPS makes recommendations for studies and helps develop hydro 
settlement and licensing provisions to protect and enhance recreation 
resources, including access facilities (e.g., boat ramps, trails, sanitation 
facilities, parking); instream flows (e.g., for whitewater releases, improved 
navigability, fishing flows); funding (e.g., access fee agreements, recreation 
facility maintenance); education (e.g., recreational/historical brochures, 
interpretative displays); and aesthetics (e.g., flow recommendations, night 
sky protection). 

In the National Park System, the NPS works to minimize the risks dams 
and water impoundment structures pose to natural and cultural resources, 
facilities, personnel, visitors, and neighbors. 

The NPS promotes economic benefits to areas near hydropower projects by 
encouraging protection of invaluable conservation and recreation resources.
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Enabling Legislation
Organic Act of 1916

Agency Role 
Applicants for Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission (FERC) hydropower licenses 
must consult with the NPS on hydropower 
licensing proceedings regardless of whether 
a part of the National Park System will be 
impacted. The NPS helps others engage 
more effectively in the licensing process for 
hydropower projects. 

For areas outside of the National Park System, 
the NPS may participate in FERC licensing 
proceedings and make recommendations that 
would help minimize adverse impacts and 
enhance recreational and cultural resources. 

FERC is prohibited from licensing new 
hydropower projects in some components 
of the National Park System. For all parks 
that are impacted by FERC hydropower 
projects, the NPS strives to protect resources 
and visitor opportunities by making 
recommendations to FERC. In limited 
circumstances, the NPS has the authority to 
mandate conditions to FERC to protect park 
resources.

The NPS plays a key implementation role 
for the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act. The 
NPS is responsible for reviewing water 
resources projects under Section 7 of the Act, 
including FERC-licensed hydropower projects 
associated with 58 designated rivers, as well 
as rivers authorized by Congress for study. 

The NPS also has oversight responsibilities to 
ensure recreation areas established through 
the Land and Water Conservation Fund, the 
Urban Park and Recreation Recovery Act, 
and the Federal Lands to Parks program are 
protected.

Legislative Drivers
National Park Service Organic Act of 1916
Federal Power Act
Outdoor Recreation Act of 1963
National Trails System Act of 1968
Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of 1968

REGULATORY PROCESS
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