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Background 

The concurrent session 2a for the Agriculture, Forestry and Land Use (AFOLU) sector was conducted on 

the second day of the Asia LEDS Forum 2013 and was jointly organized by USAID’s supported Lowering 

Emissions in Asia’s Forests (LEAF) program and United States Forest Services (USFS). This session aimed 

to identify the needs and objectives for a working group (WG) on AFOLU under the Asia LEDS 

Partnership (ALP), one of the three regional platforms under the LEDS GP. There was previously no WG 

on AFOLU and this inaugural session of the AFOLU WG was a milestone, which could further regional 

developments in the AFOLU sector in Asia and serve as an active community of AFOLU practitioners. 

Opening comments 

Dr. David Ganz, from the LEAF program and co-chair of the session provided opening remarks. He 

declared that the session was officially the first meeting of the AFOLU WG and welcomed participants to 

share their ideas on the needs the new WG could meet in supporting LEDS implementation in their 

countries. Speaking about mitigation from the forestry sector, Dr. Ganz explained that mitigation 

options from forestry sector are not necessarily low cost since they require engagement with multiple 

and diverse stakeholders. He added that land use planning in Asia is complex and difficult and innovative 

mechanisms need to be identified for engaging with relevant government agencies, line ministries, and 

other agencies for implementing carbon sensitive land use planning.  

Dr. Geoffrey Blate, from USFS and session co-moderator welcomed participants to the session and the 

inaugural meeting of the AFOLU WG. He introduced the four speakers – Dr. Rodel Lasco, Dr. Raquel 

Moreno-Pernanda, Dr. Yetti Rusli, and Mr. Le Van Trung – and invited them to share their experiences in 

low emission planning for AFOLU sectors and to set the context on how an AFOLU WG would add value 

to current efforts across the region.  

Brief presentations to set context for establishment of the AFOLU WG 

Dr. Rodel Lasco from ICRAF spoke about mitigation challenges in the forestry sector. He identified 

governance as one of the first challenges wherein lack of capacity at national and subnational level 

hinders implementation of mitigation programs/projects. He emphasized the importance of promoting 

co-benefits from reducing forest degradation and deforestation. From a landscape perspective, Dr. 

Lasco added that agriculture and forests are linked and together contribute to a multi-functional 



 

landscape which requires integrated land-use planning to maximize emissions reductions from the 

AFOLU sector. Dr. Lasco highlighted that the other critical challenge was integrating often conflicting 

demands from multiple-stakeholders from other sectors like hydropower. For forest degradation, which 

has been reported to produce approximately the same level of emissions in the region as deforestation, 

MRV is a major challenge due to the difficultly in monitoring forest degradation. Dr Lasco also explained 

that rights of indigenous communities threatened by REDD/REDD+ need to be protected and the 

principle of free, prior and informed consent (FPIC) must be used to protect their rights. Dr. Lasco 

suggested that for strengthening regional communities of practice, the AFOLU WG should serve as a 

platform for sharing common experiences across Asia. This network of researchers and practitioners can 

work together on several issues like generation of emissions factors, collection of activity data, and 

publication of joint findings. The WG members should have regular meetings, but to facilitate and 

encourage this interaction funding support would be required.  

Dr. Raquel Moreno-Peñaranda, from United Nations University, Institute of Advanced Studies (UNU-IAS) 

briefly introduced UNU-IAS and its mission. She expressed disappointment that the agriculture sector is 

a driver of negative land use change because of the real potential for the sector to be sustainable and 

contribute to low emissions development.  She highlighted how moving towards low emissions 

agriculture would requires us not to focus on climate issues per se but on the systemic sustainability of 

the sector, along the whole supply chain and life cycle of agricultural production. Moreover, such 

systemic focus needs to take into account other crosscutting themes that are relevant for agriculture 

and AFOLU sector, such as efficient farming techniques, urbanization, food security, research and 

education, rural livelihoods, trade, local and traditional knowledge systems and agri-food waste issues. 

Achieving sustainable agriculture, however, will require a paradigm shift which departs from current silo 

thinking in the sector, in which the sustainability of agricultural production is undertaken with a systemic 

approach that works with, not against natural ecosystems. Implementation of the systemic approach 

requires deep, multifaceted understanding of how agroecosystems work and integration of successful 

approaches from agriculture sub-sectors to create one systemic solution. She recommended that the 

AFOLU WG should contribute to a vision for sustainable agriculture and systemic tools for achieving this 

vision. The WG should concentrate its efforts on identifying best practices and successful cases in the 

Asian region that can be scaled up for effecting real change.  

Dr. Yetti Rusli, Senior Advisor to the Minister of Forestry of Indonesia, talked about Indonesia’s 

experience with low emissions land use planning. She stressed the importance of the country’s strong 

commitment to reduce the rate of deforestation. She informed participants about Indonesia’s voluntary 

partnership agreement with the EU for exporting legally sanctioned timber to European countries. She 

highlighted Indonesia’s achievements in robust forest resource mapping using remote sensing 

technologies. She concluded her presentation by stating that the AFOLU WG should promote a culture 



 

of companionship and a partnership where countries can work together to find solutions to common 

problems.  

Mr. Le Van Trung, Vice-Head of Management and Technical Division in Forestry Sub-Department, Lam 

Dong province described the approach taken in Lam Dong province, Vietnam to develop a Provincial 

REDD+ Action Plan . He listed the 3 objectives of the REDD+ action plan: minimizing deforestation, 

reducing poverty, and conserving biodiversity. Pilot REDD+ projects have been established in areas at 

high risk of deforestation and there is a plan to incorporate a robust monitoring and evaluation 

component. To sustain REDD+ activities in the province, a provincial REDD+ fund would be established. 

Dr. Geoffrey Blate’s presentation on AFOLU networks looked at the utility and potential for moving 

towards an integrated AFOLU approach for low emissions development and he provided a list of existing 

networks, the different types of networks and the thematic areas covered by these networks. His 

presentation also covered the kind of learning happening through these networks and the mechanisms 

for facilitating this learning. He put forward the following questions for group discussion at this first 

meeting of the AFOLU WG:  

1. How can the AFOLU WG add value to current mechanisms for shared learning with an eye 

toward strengthening a regional community of practice on LEDS in the AFOLU sector?  

2. How can the AFOLU WG promote integration of land use issues into subnational and national 

LEDS? 

3. What are the prioritized next steps /actions to advance the AFOLU working group. 

To answer these questions, participants worked in three small groups. Each group elected a facilitator 

and a note-taker for summarizing the ideas emerging from the discussion.  

Key outcomes from the group discussion 

1. How can the AFOLU WG add value to current mechanisms for shared learning with an eye toward 

strengthening a regional community of practice on LEDS in the AFOLU sector?  

The AFOLU WG should: 

 Serve as a platform of platforms for engaging decision makers, practitioners and researchers.  

 Pioneer innovative approaches to problem solving and build capacity of member individuals and 

agencies. 

 Not replicate work being done by other similar communities of practice  



 

 Seek to harmonize and integrate solutions across existing communities and simultaneously 

bridge the communication gap between communities/networks in the AFOLU sector. 

 Provide guidance rooted in sound scientific principles and concepts.  

 Provide training and capacity building to AFOLU sector policy makers and practitioners 

 Address cross-cutting themes, trans-disciplinary perspectives and expand over time to include 

stakeholders like farmers unions, private sector and end consumers.  

 Focus on the LEDS framework and work towards integrating implementation of LEDS in the 

AFOLU sector  

2. How can the AFOLU WG promote integration of land use issues into subnational and national 

LEDS? 

 The AFOLU WG should work on developing toolkits for integrating land use concerns into 

decision making on LEDS at national and subnational level.  

(Due to time constraints the three working groups spent little time responding to this question) 

 

3. Please identify and prioritize next steps /actions to advance the AFOLU working group 

As next steps, the AFOLU WG should: 

 Identify and prioritize thematic areas/work streams 

 Conduct a SWOT analysis of existing networks which will help in identification of 

challenges/gaps and support that the WG can provide.  

 Have a dedicated website for information and knowledge sharing through reports, tools and 

approaches, best practice case studies and other resources. The website should also provide 

links to existing networks 

 Define its terms of reference and a charter to ensure smooth operation 

 Liaise and work with other AFOLU communities of practice/networks 

 Work on sustainability of the WG by identifying funding sources for supporting participation in 

training events/workshops 

 Develop a work plan/action plan for WG activities and goals for coming years 

 Work towards integrating AFOLU LEDS in academic curricula  

 Provide recommendations to other networks/communities of practices 

 Form sub-groups focused on different focal areas 

Participants recommended several organizations that should be members of the AFOLU WG: 

 UN-REDD 
 GIZ 
 ICRAF 

 USFS/USAID 
 FAO 
 CIFOR 



 

 CGIAR 
 IFAD 
 World Bank  

 Regional Development Banks (e.g.. 
ADB) 

 UNFCCC 

 At the end of the WG session, participants agreed that it would be useful to reconvene within the 
next few months to develop terms of reference for the WG. AFOLU WG members from ICRAF-
Philippines, LEAF, and USFS expressed willingness to work with other WG members as well as 
individuals from the key institutions (noted above) to reconvene the next meeting. All participants in 
the AFOLU WG session will be invited to participate, help plan, and provide inputs to the next WG 
meeting. 

 
 

Key summary points presented during the plenary report-back included 

The above feedback from the AFOLU WG members provides a number of key tasks to facilitate regional 

learning. The AFOLU WG, with the support of the USAID LEAF and LEAD programs will provide the 

mechanism to exchange knowledge and ideas under the broad umbrella of the ALP. Regional peer-peer 

learning may include: 

 The AFOLU WG acting as a networking platform to interact with a broad range of existing 

networks across the region. The AFOLU WG will however focus on utilizing the LEDS framework 

to engage with other networks and other LEDS sectors. 

 The AFOLU WG will need to consider the most viable mechanism to ensure long-term 

sustainability. It is likely a ‘position’ paper or statement will need to be written to out-line the 

broad objectives of the AFOLU WG and how the WG will: 1) interact and partner with other 

LEDS WGs, and 2) add value to the current networks and fill ‘gaps’ where they exist. 

 The AFOLU WG will need to consider the most appropriate mechanism to exchange knowledge, 

lessons learnt and challenges evident in the AFOLU sector. Web-based platforms have been 

suggested, but this will need to be further considered to ensure sustainability and avoid 

duplication or overlaps with other web based information exchange mechanisms. 

 The above points will need to be ‘nested’ (or integrated) within the existing ALP structures and 

other WG mechanisms. 

 


