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The Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) owns three hydroelectric power 
plants—Colorado River Power Project, San Carlos Irrigation Project, 
and Mission Valley Power—that generate more than $60 million in 
annual revenue for local communities. 

BIA is responsible for 15 revenue-generating Indian irrigation projects 
that deliver water to more than 700,000 acres of land through 6,200 
miles of canals and drains with more than 55,000 irrigation structures.

 Indian Energy and Economic Development (IEED) administers the Tribal 
Energy and Environmental Information Clearinghouse (TEEIC). TEEIC 
provides information regarding the potential environmental effects of 
Indian energy development on tribal lands; energy resource development 
and associated environmental impacts and potential mitigation measures; 
guidance for conducting site-specific environmental assessments and 
developing monitoring programs; information regarding applicable 
federal laws and regulations; and federal and tribal points of contact. The 
TEEIC has modules on both hydrokinetic and low-head hydropower, as 
well as case studies. 

For more information, visit the TEEIC website: http://teeic.anl.gov/index.
cfm.

BIA’s non-federal hydropower program supports tribal efforts to evaluate 
and understand potential impacts of non-tribal energy develop on 
Indian lands and resources (environmental and cultural); helps to fund 
and implement necessary monitoring and evaluation programs; works 
in conjunction with affected tribes to implement the Secretary of the 
Interior’s Federal Power Act authorities; and in certain cases provides 
oversight and approval of specific license measures.  
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“…to enhance the quality of life, to promote 
economic opportunity, and to carry out the 
responsibility to protect and improve the 
trust assets of American Indians, Indian 
tribes, and Alaska Natives.”

Overview
The United States has a unique legal and 
political relationship with Indian tribes and 
Alaska Native entities, as provided by the 
Constitution of the United States, treaties, 
court decisions, and federal statutes. The 
Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA), within the U.S. 
Department of the Interior (DOI), serves 566 
federally recognized tribes through various 
programs, contracts, grants, and compacts 
that cover the entire range of federal, state, 
and local government services, including 
energy development and distribution. 

For information on DOI’s Office of Indian 
Energy and Economic Development (IEED), 
visit the IEED website: http://www.bia.gov/
WhoWeAre/AS-IA/IEED/index.htm.  

For information on BIA’s irrigation and power 
projects, visit the Division of Irrigation, Power 
and Safety of Dams Web page: http://www.
bia.gov/WhoWeAre/BIA/OTS/IPSOD/index.
htm.

Geographic Scope
BIA provides economic and regulatory 
assistance to tribal communities across the 
nation. BIA irrigation facilities are located in 
the western continental United States and 
BIA power producing facilities are located 
specifically in Montana and Arizona.

Appropriations Source
U.S. House Appropriations Subcommittee on 
Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies

U.S. Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on 
Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies

Hydro-Related Roles, Interests, Activities
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The BIA non-federal hydropower program works with Tribes and 
private contractors to develop information necessary to protect and 
enhance tribal natural and cultural resources. 

None

The Indian Dam Safety Act of 1994 made BIA responsible for all 
dams on Indian lands.   As outlined in the act, the Safety of Dams 
(SOD) program will: (1) protect people, property, resources and the 
environment by correcting identified safety deficiencies in dams; and 
(2) rehabilitate/maintain each high and significant hazard dam to 
lower the risk of failure, and monitor each dam for signs of dam safety 
deficiencies.

DOI has 457 high and significant hazard dams, of which BIA is 
responsible for 135.  High and significant hazard dams are dams that 
could cause loss of life or high economic loss in case of failure.  BIA 
does not provide funding for low hazard dams.  There are over 400 low 
hazard dams on Indian lands.

IEED supports DOI’s goal of serving tribal communities by providing 
access to energy resources and helping tribes stimulate job creation 
and economic development.  IEED focuses on increasing the economic 
vitality of American Indians and Alaska Natives. The Office is committed 
to achieving the long-term goals of promoting Indian economic 
development, increasing tribal business knowledge, increasing jobs and 
businesses, increasing capital investment, and providing assistance for 
developing energy and mineral resources. 

BIA helps to generate significant revenue for tribes through its irrigation 
and energy production efforts and works under its Federal Power Act 
responsibilities to ensure the protection of natural resources that bring 
significant economic value to Indian communities. 
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Enabling Legislation
BIA, one of the oldest bureaus in the Federal 
government, was established by Secretary of 
War John C. Calhoun in 1824, to oversee and 
carry out the Federal government’s trade and 
treaty relations with the tribes. Congress gave 
the BIA statutory authority by the act of July 9, 
1832 (4 Stat. 564, chap. 174). In 1849, the BIA was 
transferred to the newly created DOI and formally 
adopted the name “Bureau of Indian Affairs” in 
1947.

Agency Role 
There are several different offices within Indian 
Affairs engaged in energy development. IEED was 
established to serve tribal communities by providing 
access to energy resources and assistance in job 
creation and economic development. IEED offers 
technical assistance and various grant programs to 
tribal governments interested in developing their 
energy resources. 

BIA administers a multitude of programs in support 
of tribal community development, including 
programs for irrigation, energy production, dam 
safety, and Federal Power Act compliance.  BIA 
maintains and supports tribal irrigation efforts 
through construction, operations and maintenance 
programs, including an extensive dam safety effort; 
it develops hydroelectric power; and it assists tribes 
in non-federal hydropower licensing efforts and 
license implementation.    

Legislative Drivers
11 of Title 25 of the U.S. Code
Part 171 of Title 25 of the Code of Federal 
Regulations 
Part 50 of Chapter 1 of the Indian Affairs Manual
August 2008 BIA National Irrigation Handbook 
Secretary of the Interior’s Sections 4(e) and 10(a) of 
the Federal Power Act 
25 U.S.C. PART I75; and Public Law 93-638 for 
Mission Valley Power
The Indian Dam Safety Act of 1994
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