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It is an honor to welcome you this morning to the first Asia LEDS Forum.  
 
On behalf of the U.S. Agency for International Development, let me thank His 
Excellency Mr. Preecha Rengsomboonsuk, Thailand’s Minister of Natural 
Resources and Environment and our kind hosts his Ministry’s Office of Natural 
Resources and Environmental Policy and Planning, and Thailand Greenhouse Gas 
Management Organization. 
  
I also want to thank our generous co-sponsors—the Asian Development Bank, the 
Australian Agency for International Development, and the LEDS Global 
Partnership—as well as our many supporting partners, for helping make this 
Forum a reality.  
 
We are here this week to learn, to share our experiences and insights, and most 
importantly, to collectively address a critical development challenge facing Asia: 
how to achieve economic growth that is truly sustainable. As many of you are 
aware, major economic and environmental challenges threaten Asia’s recent record 
of remarkable poverty reduction and economic dynamism.   
 
Despite impressive growth, millions of Asians still lack access to reliable energy, 
basic services, and economic opportunities. Millions strive for a better life for 
themselves and their families. Addressing these challenges is a priority for the U.S., 
and I have no doubt it is a priority for all the countries represented here today.   
 
At the same time, it is becoming increasingly clear that current policies and 
practices are insufficient to deliver on these aspirations. Economic progress has 
often been achieved at great environmental cost, and global climate change is now 
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bringing increasingly visible threats to our economies, food security, communities, 
and overall well-being. 
 
LEDS as a Means to Achieve Green Growth 
 
In such a challenging development context, how can countries continue to prosper 
and to reduce poverty?  The solution is a new development paradigm commonly 
called “green growth” which seeks to maximize economic growth through 
measures that promote efficiency, productivity, and environmental stewardship 
through a holistic, long-term approach.  Challenges such as climate change can, in 
fact, create opportunities for growth, employment and prosperity.  
 
The focus of our discussion at this week’s Forum is how low emission 
development strategies, or LEDS, can provide a critical framework for achieving 
green growth. An increasing number of developing countries, including many in 
Asia, are preparing and implementing LEDS that are tailored to their unique 
national circumstances and needs. 
 
The U.S. Government considers low emission development one of our top 
priorities as we work to help address climate change. Through USAID and other 
Federal agencies, we are supporting local and global initiatives that promote low 
emission growth worldwide, including a variety of programs here in Asia. 
 
LEDS Global Partnership 
 
In particular, we are strongly committed to the LEDS Global Partnership, which 
the international community launched last year and which now includes over 90 
governments and organizations from around the world.   
 
Under this Partnership there are several regional networks or “platforms,” 
including the “Asia LEDS Platform” which USAID Regional Development 
Mission for Asia chairs.  We are pleased to support this week’s Forum as the 
inaugural meeting of the Asia LEDS Platform in partnership with other hosts and 
sponsors. Our discussions will play a key role in bringing the ambitious agenda of 
the LEDS Global Partnership to Asia and help ensure that the Platform responds to 
country needs and opportunities as effectively as possible.   
 
This event also presents an opportunity to highlight the excellent work across Asia 
that many of you are leading, from national LEDS and green growth strategies, to 
innovative city and sector initiatives.  By drawing on your collective experience, 
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wisdom, and resources this week, I believe we can set the foundation for a 
powerful regional platform and together find ways to turn the unprecedented 
challenges facing the Asia region into unprecedented opportunities. 
 
U.S. Government Initiatives  
 
In closing, I would like to acknowledge my colleagues who are here today from the 
U.S. Department of State, the U.S. Department of Energy’s National Renewable 
Energy Laboratory, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, and the U.S. 
Forest Service.  These organizations play a key role in the U.S. Government’s 
flagship global initiative to support low emission growth, called Enhancing 
Capacity for Low Emission Development Strategies, or EC-LEDS. 
     
Many thanks as well to the staff of USAID’s Low Emissions Asian Development, 
or LEAD, program, who have spent months organizing this event.  USAID 
launched the LEAD program as a regional vehicle for building capacity and 
cooperation in LEDS, and the LEAD team will continue to play a key role in 
advancing the work of the Asia LEDS Platform.   
 
Conclusion 
 
Let me conclude by saying I wish you all a successful week of learning, sharing, 
and building a foundation for a better, greener future in Asia. 
 
Thank you. 


