
The Southwestern Power Administration (SWPA) markets hydroelectric 
power from 24 U.S. Army Corps of Engineers multipurpose dams.

SWPA has more than 100 “preference” customers (e.g., rural electric 
cooperatives and municipalities) serving more than 8 million end-use 
customers.

SWPA operates and maintains 1,380 miles of high-voltage transmission 
lines, substations, and an associated communications system.

For more information, visit the SWPA web site: http://www.swpa.gov.

SWPA coordinates hydropower generation and associated water 
releases with customers and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to meet 
contractual requirements to provide electricity.

SWPA also coordinates operating activities with customers; the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers; state game, fish, and wildlife agencies; 
organized recreational groups; and other interests to accommodate,  
to the extent possible, the needs of competing water users.

SWPA works with federal resource agencies—such as the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service—to enhance 
habitat for endangered and threatened species (interior least tern, etc.) in 
project areas in accordance with the Endangered Species Act process.

Each year, the environmentally sound energy marketed by SWPA saves 
the American people a significant quantity of fossil fuels that would 
otherwise be utilized for thermal generation, reducing the emission of 
greenhouse gases.
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Mission
“...to market and reliably deliver 

federal hydroelectric power with 

preference to public bodies and 

cooperatives. This is accomplished 

by maximizing the use of federal 

assets to repay the federal 

investment and participating with 

other resource users in an effort to 

balance diverse interests with power 

needs within broad parameters set 

by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 

and implementing public policy.”

Overview
The Southwestern Power 
Administration (SWPA) markets and 
delivers power to public bodies, such 
as rural electric cooperatives and 
municipalities. SWPA’s rates, by law, 
are designed to recover the costs of 
producing the power.

Geographic Scope
AR, KS, LA, MO, OK, and TX

Appropriations Source
U.S. House Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Energy and Water 
Development

U.S. Senate Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Energy and Water 
Development

Enabling Legislation
Flood Control Act of 1944
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SWPA occasionally funds project-specific research regarding issues 
that have a direct effect on the agency’s concerns. For example, SWPA 
recently funded a U.S. Geological Survey study that analyzed dissolved 
oxygen dynamics in select SWPA projects.

SWPA coordinates operating activities with customers, the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers, state agencies (Arkansas Game and Fish 
Commission, Missouri Department of Conservation, Oklahoma 
Department of Wildlife Conservation, and more), and recreational 
groups to accommodate requests for special water uses on a case-by-case 
basis.

Safety is SWPA’s number one agency goal.  Our employees—over 
half of whom work in a high-voltage electrical environment— 
perform their duties in a safe and conscientious manner, routinely 
exceeding industry safety averages.

SWPA repays 100% of the federal investment in hydropower project and 
transmission system costs, as well as costs assigned to hydropower from 
joint-use of the projects, through cost-based rates. Repayment includes 
initial construction costs; interest accrued during construction; interest 
on investment; and costs of annual operations and maintenance and 
equipment replacement.
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Agency Role 
For congressionally authorized (i.e., 
non-Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission-licensed) projects in 
SWPA territory, the agency plays 
a direct role in project operations 
and scheduling to meet its Federal 
contractual power sales obligations 
while considering the needs of 
competing water uses.

SWPA consults with the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers in the areas of 
water planning and allocation and 
related studies at the local and 
national levels.

Legislative Drivers
Flood Control Act of 1944

REGULATORY PROCESS


