
The Low Emissions Development Strategies (LEDS) Global 

Partnership was founded to advance low emissions 

development through coordination, information exchange, 

and cooperation among programs and countries working 

to advance low emissions growth. Launched in early 

2011, the partnership currently brings together more 

than 27 government and international institutions.  

Partnership Objectives

The LEDS Global Partnership’s objectives are to: 

 ■ Identify and disseminate best practices and lessons learned that 
advance the collective global goal of low emissions growth and 
development 

 ■ Foster ongoing information exchange, coordination, and collabo-
ration among programs and countries working on LEDS, including 
working to maximize results while minimizing duplication

 ■ Build awareness of and support for LEDS development and 
implementation across all countries.1

 

Participating Organizations

The LEDS Global Partnership is open to any interested parties. 
It is currently comprised of representatives from the government 
agencies and international institutions listed below.
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Government Agencies    International Institutions

Australia Department of Climate Change
Colombia Ministry of Environment
European Commission
German Agency for International Cooperation 
German Federal Ministry for the Environment 
Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA)
Mexico National Institute of Ecology
UK Department of Energy and Climate Change (DECC)
UK Department of International Development (DFID) 
U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID)
U.S. Department of Agriculture
U.S. Department of State

Center for Clean Air Policy (CCAP) 
Children’s Investment Fund Foundation (CIFF)
Climate and Development Knowledge Network (CDKN)
ClimateWorks Foundation
Ecofys
Energy Research Centre of the Netherlands (ECN)
European Climate Foundation
Inter-American Development Bank (IADB)
Stockholm Environment Institute
UN Development Program (UNDP)
UN Environment Program (UNEP)
UN Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO)
U.S. National Renewable Energy Laboratory and representing the 
Coordinated Low Emissions Assistance Network (CLEAN)
World Bank
World Resources Institute (WRI)
World Watch Institute (WWI)
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1 Low emission development support activities include assistance on low emissions development 
strategies, technology needs assessments (TNAs), nationally appropriate mitigation actions (NAMAs), 
roadmaps, and related work.



Task   Progress to Date 

Assess geographic scope of LEDS support and opportunities for 
enhanced coordination in addressing country needs: This includes 
an inventory of program activities and an assessment of opportunities 
to coordinate actions. The Climate and Development Knowledge 
Network (CDKN) and the U.S. National Renewable Energy Laboratory 
(NREL) are leading this effort.

Initial data collection on LEDS activities across international programs 
and analysis and mapping of activities was completed. A two-page 
document presenting high-level findings is available.

Conduct pilots of integrated program support for LEDS 
development: Colombia has launched an initial pilot program to 
integrate the efforts of multiple partners. The Children’s Investment 
Fund Foundation, the U.S. State Department, and NREL are leading  
this task.

Plans for a case study and assessment of LEDS donor coordination have 
been developed. This case study and assessment will be completed in 
2012.

Strengthen LEDS capacity building efforts: Beginning with an 
assessment of LEDS capacity building and peer learning programs, the 
LEDS Global Partnership will explore opportunities to make full use of 
existing activities and develop coordinated capacity building and peer 
learning programs. NREL is leading this task.

A needs and opportunities assessment of LEDS capacity building 
was completed as a joint activity of the partnership and CLEAN. 
Coordinated capacity building activities will be launched at the  
spring 2012 LEDS Workshop, and a webinar series will be launched  
in January 2012.

Evaluate and disseminate best practices with LEDS policies across 
countries: This includes assessment of effective green growth and 
LEDS policies across the energy, agriculture, forestry, and other sectors. 
The European Climate Fund and the ClimateWorks Foundation are 
leading this task.

The European Climate Fund convened a workshop that identified 
priority topics and elaborated on a work plan for this project. Work on 
this project will commence in early 2012.

Promote awareness of and engagement in LEDS development and 
implementation: This includes convening events to educate countries 
and institutions about LEDS and increasing participation in the LEDS 
Global Partnership, especially by developing countries. CDKN and NREL 
are leading work on this task.

The partnership has established a web site and prepared a fact sheet, 
and it is conducting outreach at various events. The partnership 
will host a LEDS workshop in early spring 2012, bringing together 
developing country partners and practitioners from around the world 
to discuss coordination and take part in capacity building activities. 

Contacts and Additional Information

Work Program and Progress 

The LEDS Global Partnership has established a collaborative work program and is currently 
implementing five tasks, each guided by a working group.

Sadie Cox
National Renewable  
Energy Laboratory 
Sadie.cox@nrel.gov

Caroline Spencer
Climate and Development 
Knowledge Network 
caroline.spencer@cdkn.org
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The LEDS Global Partnership is planning a workshop in March 2012 to share experiences with LEDS across countries and programs, plan future 
activities, and deliver training. The Global Partnership is also planning to initiate a new task in early 2012 to share methods and experiences with 
LEDS program evaluation and impact assessment.


