
Kate Young is a senior analyst at the National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL) where she focuses on geothermal 
exploration and permitting issues. Mrs. Young has degrees in geology and geological engineering with a master’s 
in geochemistry and isotope geology. Her previous work experience includes database design and development 
for geological data sets and customer relationship management and field engineering in oil and gas field services 
with Schlumberger Dowell. She has also worked in water resource engineering —including designing and performing 
construction observation of water wells, conducting supply and demand analyses, engineering for changes of water 
rights, and providing expert testimony in water rights cases in the State of Colorado. Mrs. Young is serving as the 
principal investigator coordinating the team, project deliverables, and project schedule for the Geothermal Technology 
Program’s (GTP) Geothermal Regulatory Roadmapping effort.

Kermit Witherbee is a geothermal energy geologist/analyst at NREL. He is engaged in GTP and the Geothermal 
Regulatory Roadmapping initiative. Prior to joining NREL, he served as the Bureau of Land Management’s (BLM) 
National Geothermal Program Manager, where he was involved in national-level policy development, including major 
revision of geothermal regulations, permitting policy, strategic planning, and budget. Mr. Witherbee has both a 
bachelor’s and master’s degree in geology and is a registered professional geologist.

As laboratory program manager of NREL’s GTP, Tom Williams is responsible for facilitating the development and 
commercialization of geothermal technology, one of NREL’s key research and development (R&D) programs. His 
responsibilities include planning and managing R&D activities and building strong collaborative relationships with 
industry and stakeholders.

Andrew Gentile is a public outreach and NEPA specialist who has been working on geothermal projects since 2002. 
His project experience includes preparing environmental assessments and environmental impact statements for 
direct-use projects, exploration, development, and interconnection actions for full commercial power plants. He has 
also leased  assessments for the BLM and Forest Service Programmatic EIS for Geothermal Leasing in the Western 
United States. Mr. Gentile’s clients include a variety of BLM, Forest Service, and private sector geothermal companies. 
Along with other Environmental Management and Planning Solutions, Inc. (EMPSi) staff, Mr. Gentile serves in meeting 
logistics coordination and facilitation for the DOE/NREL Geothermal Regulatory Roadmapping effort.

Peter Gower is an environmental planner with EMPSi, where he is in charge of preparing various resource sections for 
complex environmental impact studies. Prior to joining EMPSi, Peter was senior planner at a regional planning agency 
in Washoe County, Nevada; he managed the agency’s energy portfolio. He brings a strong background in state- and 
county-level regulatory processes, renewable energy technology, and meeting facilitation to the NREL team. He has a 
master’s degree in land use planning from the University of Nevada, Reno.

In his 34 years of federal service, Paul Dunlevy has served 26 in the geothermal field program. He also has experience 
in quality assurance programs, including ISO 9000, lunar module and Apollo backpack development, and evaluations 
of BLM organizations. Mr. Dunlevy has been an instructor of physics, computer programming, desert survival, and 
college-level public lands administration. Presently, he serves as a consultant on geothermal issues for Enegis LLC.
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John Bebout, Ph.D., began his federal career as a stratigraphic palynologist with the U.S. Geological Survey, where 
he studied the outer continental shelf for its oil and gas potential. By the time he retired from federal service, he had 
served as deputy director of BLM’s National Energy Office as well as national program manager for the Geothermal 
Program. Dr. Bebout is currently a senior project manager with Enegis, LLC, and a principal consultant for Bebout and 
Associates.  

John A. Herrick, senior counsel at Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck, has also served as chief counsel at the 
Department of Energy’s (DOE) Golden office for 15 years. In this position, he worked extensively in renewable energy 
and clean technology development with federal agencies, public utilities, energy entrepreneurs, project developers, 
and public policymakers. Prior to moving to Colorado, John practiced energy, finance, and government contract law in 
Washington, D.C., where he developed various privatization initiatives using innovative financing techniques, including 
energy development loan guarantees for the DOE. 

A shareholder at Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck and a well-known expert on western water law, Steve Sims will 
supervise the legal and permitting requirement review for the GTP. He has significant prior experience with state 
water permitting in many western states, the Endangered Species Act, NEPA, 404, and associated federal permitting. 
Prior to entering private practice, Mr. Sims was senior water counsel and primary water law advisor for the Colorado 
Attorney General’s Office.

As a member of the firm’s Natural Resources group, Bret’s practice is focused on Energy, Water, Renewable Energy, 
and Public Lands. Bret routinely represents clients in transactional and due diligence matters, contested administrative 
and regulatory actions, and in general commercial litigation and water court proceedings. He also serves on the firm’s 
Inclusiveness and Diversity Committee. Prior to attending law school, Bret worked as an agricultural economist and 
as the director of industry affairs and media relations for a major agribusiness corporation. He spent four years as a 
legislative assistant to U.S. Senator Bob Dole (R-KS) responsible for agriculture policy issues.

A third-year law student at Denver University, Sturm College of Law, Joseph Norris obtained a bachelor’s degree in 
civil engineering from Kansas State University in Manhattan, Kansas. He has a background in hydrology, storm water 
management, and water treatment. As a part of the Geothermal Regulatory Roadmap team, Mr. Norris engages 
industry stakeholders and identifies governing regulations to deconstruct the geothermal permitting process at the 
federal, state, and local levels. Joseph has developed individual permit flowcharts, alongside a permitting roadmap, 
which will help guide both agencies and industry through today’s complex regulatory scheme.
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Aaron Levine is a Master of Laws student specializing in energy law and policy at the University of Denver, Sturm 
College of Law. Aaron obtained a bachelor’s in political science and philosophy from the University of Kansas and 
a J.D. with an environmental and Natural Resource Law Certificate from the University of Kansas School of Law. 
Mr. Levine has a background in environmental compliance and environmental policy. As part of the Geothermal 
Regulatory Roadmap team, Aaron engages industry stakeholders and identifies governing regulations to deconstruct 
the geothermal permitting process at the federal, state, and local levels.  Aaron has developed individual permit 
flowcharts and supporting content alongside a permitting roadmap, which will help guide both agencies and industry 
through today’s complex regulatory scheme.

Deborah Klein recently graduated from the Denver University, Sturm College of Law, Master of Laws program in 
environmental and natural resources law. Ms. Klein’s research interests include cultural resource protection, renewable 
energy project financing, water energy nexus, environmental justice, and the economics of natural resources. As 
an intern for the Geothermal Regulatory Roadmap team, Deborah connects industry stakeholders and identifies 
presiding regulations to assist in the geothermal permitting process at the federal, state, and local levels. Ms. Klein 
has developed individual permit flowcharts, alongside a permitting roadmap, which will help guide both agencies and 
industry through today’s complex regulatory scheme.

Dietrich Hoefner is a third-year law student at The University of Colorado Law School in Boulder. He holds a bachelor’s 
in engineering from Lafayette College in Easton, Pennsylvania, and is interested in energy and natural resource 
development in the West. Mr. Hoefner has worked closely on the transmission elements of the regulatory roadmap, 
focusing on the interplay between developers, utilities, government actors, and load-balancing organizations. 

David Fitzgerald recently obtained an Ll.M. in natural resources and environmental law and policy from the University 
of Denver, Sturm College of Law. He obtained his J.D. from Thomas Jefferson School of Law in San Diego, California, 
and he is licensed to practice law in the State of California.  As a part of the Geothermal Regulatory Roadmap team, 
David engages industry stakeholders and identifies governing regulations to deconstruct the geothermal permitting 
process at the federal, state, and local levels. Mr. Fitzgerald has developed individual permit flowcharts and has 
assisted in crafting the overall flow and organization of the permitting roadmap.
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