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 KEY TRENDS IN LEDS SUPPORT GLOBALLY 

 

BACKGROUND  

The LEDS Global Partnership and the Coordinated Low Emissions Assistance Network (CLEAN) bring together 

LEDS donors, practitioners and partner governments to share information, lessons and good practices for LEDS 

planning and coordinate joint LEDS-related activities. CLEAN and the LEDS Global Partnership are working 

collaboratively to collect information on LEDS program activities occurring around the world. The information 

collected will be used to assess the extent of LEDS support activities and guide coordinating efforts. 

This second round of data collection builds on the first round conducted from June-September of 2011 by adding 

information from additional programs as well providing more detailed information on the scope of activities in 

each country.   The inventory of results is presented in a dynamic map available at the CLEAN website 

(http://en.openei.org/wiki/LEDS_Global_Partnership_Activities). Wiki functionality allows partners to update the 

inventory with information on current activities. The data is only partial as there are many actors working in this 

space and the number continues to increase.  

In an attempt to improve the data collection and assessment process and to address comments raised during the 

LEDS GP activity mapping workshop held in October, 2011, this second round of data collection relied on a 

survey-based approach for a more standardized data collection process. LEDS GP and CLEAN members 

provided information on their country support activities regarding geographic location, sectors covered, topics of 

focus, partner ministries and local institutions, start and end date, capacity building activities.  

This documents presents the key findings of this updated mapping activity for LEDS support activities around the 

globe. This report is based on the responses from 9 organizations (CDKN, DFID, USAID, State Department, 

UNDP, USDA, UNEP, CCAP, and WWI) and also includes high-level findings from the previous survey in 2011.  

1. GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION 

The data indicate that there are 73 LEDS support programs spread across 80 countries worldwide. Some of 

these programs encompass multiple countries. Such is the case for MAPS, EC-LEDS, Climate Works Low 

Carbon Growth Planning Support, ESMAP, UNEP Facilitating Implementation and Readiness for Mitigation, 

UNEP Technology Needs Assessment, among others. 

International programs are currently supporting 257 national and regional level LEDS development activities. The 

chart below displays breakdown of LEDS support programs by region. Mexico, Indonesia and China have the 

highest number of LEDS support projects with 11 international LEDS programs in each country, followed by 

Brazil, Thailand, India and Colombia. In Africa, Kenya, South Africa, Morocco and Ghana are the main leaders in 

LEDS activities, with 5-6 ongoing LEDS programs active in each country. 

https://acs.nrel.gov/wiki/,DanaInfo=en.openei.org+LEDS_Global_Partnership_Activities
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2. SECTORS COVERED 

Most programs covered in the inventory cut across multiple or all sectors. From the total of 257 LEDS country 

and regional activities 160 address energy issues and 95 focus on land issues. The table below displays the 

breakdown by sub-sector. 

Sector Number of Programs 

Agriculture 47 

Buildings 38 

Forestry 26 

Industry 39 

Land Use 33 

Transportation 35 

Renewable Energy 53 

3. TOPICS AT FOCUS 

Similarly to the sectors covered, most programs also cut across multiple topics. The most common topics were: 

development and implementation of LEDS, finance, co-benefit assessment, GHG inventory, NAMA, market 

analysis, pathway analysis and policies and deployment programs. Of the total of 257 LEDS activities, 46 

focused on NAMAs, which corresponds to approximately 18%.  Eleven activities focused on adaptation issues 

along with climate change mitigation. The table below displays the number of programs by topic.  

Topics Number of Programs 

Low emissions development planning (including all forms of LEDS) 257 

Roadmap 22 

TNA 25 

GHG Inventory  49 

Baseline projection  22 

Resource and technology assessment 20 

Market analysis 61 

40% 
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22% 

3% 2% 
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 Topics Number of Programs 

Pathway analysis 50 

Co-benefits assessment 35 

Energy Access 19 

Environmental and Biodiversity  16 

Health 17 

Economic 22 

Policies/deployment programs 76 

Finance 80 

NAMA 46 

4. MINISTRIES INVOLVED 

The survey respondents provided limited information regarding the ministries involved in LEDS support activities. 

Some of the respondents did not specify the ministries involved in the LEDS support programs but instead listed 

“multiple ministries”. From the information provided, the most common ministries involved in LEDS activities were 

the Ministries of Environment, Finance, Energy and Economic Planning. In some cases, additional ministries 

involved included:  Agriculture, Water, Health, Education, Infrastructure, Industry and Transport. 

5. CAPACITY BUILDING 

Several LEDS support programs shared a common theme of capacity building aimed at strengthening technical 

and institutional capacities to design and implement effective climate change policies and national strategies. 

Many programs also focused on enhancing capacity for the design and implementation of LEDS and NAMAs, 

including the preparation of a GHG inventory, the development of climate change mitigation and adaptation 

policies and the development of financing mechanisms for renewable energy and energy efficient projects. More 

information on capacity building activities will be collected in the future. 

The LEDS Global Partnership and CLEAN will continue to collect information and report on LEDS activities 

occurring internationally. For more information on the LEDS activity inventory please contact 

Caroline.Chapman@nrel.gov. 

mailto:Caroline.Chapman@nrel.gov

