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The U.S. Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation) is the second largest producer of 
hydroelectricity in the United States. Reclamation owns 76 hydroelectric power 
plants. Of the 76 plants owned by Reclamation, they operate 53. Collectively, the 
53 plants owned and operated by Reclamation have an installed capacity of 14,722 
megawatts and generate over 40 billion kilowatt hours of generation per year, 
enough to meet the annual energy need of over 3.5 million households. There are 
55 non-federal hydroelectric power plants currently operating on Reclamation 
facilities that have been developed through either a Reclamation Lease of 
Power Privilege Contract or Federal Energy Regulatory Commission License.  
Collectively, the 55 non-federal plants have an installed capacity of 479 MW.

Reclamation provides low-cost energy to irrigation districts, cities and 
municipalities, and rural electric cooperatives.

Reclamation promotes non-federal hydropower development on existing 
Reclamation facilities.

Reclamation is the nation’s largest wholesale water supplier. Reclamation 
operates 337 reservoirs with a storage capacity of 245 million acre-feet. 
Reclamation delivers 10 trillion gallons of water to more than 31 million people 
per year and provides irrigation water for 20% of Western farmers to irrigate 10 
million acres that produce 60% of the nation’s vegetables and 25% of its fruit and 
nut crops.

Reclamation manages, develops, and protects water and related resources in 
an environmentally and economically sound manner in the interest of the 
American public. The Reclamation WaterSMART program administers grants, 
scientific studies, technical assistance, and scientific expertise to promote water 
conservation and resource management.

Reclamation conducts Basin Studies, designed to evaluate and address the 
impacts of climate change on Reclamation water and power operations and 
associated infrastructure. 

In partnership with the Fish and Wildlife Service, Reclamation is developing a 
Desert and Southern Rockies Landscape Conservation Cooperative, designed to 
inform climate change adaptation strategies within the Reclamation service area.
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Mission
“The mission of the Bureau of 

Reclamation is to manage, develop, 

and protect water and related 

resources in an environmentally and 

economically sound manner in the 

interest of the American public.”

Overview
The U.S. Bureau of Reclamation 
(Reclamation), established in 1902, is 
best known for the dams, reservoirs, 
power plants, and canals it has 
constructed.

Geographic Scope
All or parts of AZ, CA, CO, ID, KS, MT, 
NE, NM, NV, ND, OK, OR, SD, TX, UT, 
WA, and WY

Appropriations Source
U.S. House Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Energy and Water 
Development

U.S. Senate Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Energy and Water 
Development

Enabling Legislation
Reclamation Act of 1902

Reclamation Project Act of 1939

Hydro-Related Roles, Interests, Activities



The Reclamation Research and Development Program focuses on researching 
innovative, workable solutions to challenges related to water and power 
management in the Western United States.

The program focuses on four priority areas: Mitigating the impact of invasive 
mussels on water and power operations; climate change and variability; 
using advanced water treatment to stretch water supplies; and expanding the 
generation of renewable energy.

Reclamation manages, with partners, 289 recreation areas that receive 90 
million visits annually. Additionally, Reclamation operates, with partners, 350 
campgrounds.

Reclamation operates and maintains projects in a safe and reliable manner, 
protecting the health and safety of the public. Reclamation also monitors and 
evaluates reclamation dams to avoid public risk.

Reclamation project beneficiaries are generally required to repay to the federal 
government their allocated share of project operation and maintenance and 
construction cost.

Annually, Reclamation collects over $1.1 billion dollars in total revenue.
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Agency Role 
To develop non-federal hydroelectric 
power plants on existing Reclamation 
facilities, developers must acquire either 
a Lease of Power Privilege (LOPP) 
contract issued by Reclamation or a 
License issued by the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission (FERC). For all 
Reclamation sites, either Reclamation or 
FERC is authorized to permit non-federal 
hydroelectric development. 

Reclamation is authorized to contract 
a LOPP at Reclamation sites that have 
been authorized for Federal hydroelectric 
power development. Conversely, FERC 
is authorized to issue a License at 
Reclamation sites that have not been 
authorized for Federal hydroelectric 
power development. 

For all non-federal hydroelectric power 
development, Reclamation collaborates 
with the developer and stakeholders to 
ensure that non-federal projects do not 
impair the efficiency of Reclamation 
generated power or water deliveries, 
jeopardize public safety, or negatively 
affect any other Reclamation project 
purpose.

Legislative Drivers
Town Sites and Power Development Act 
of 1906
Federal Water Power Act of 1920 
Reclamation Project Act of 1939
Federal Water Pollution Control Act 
(Clean Water Act) of 1948
National Environmental Policy Act of 
1969
Endangered Species Act of 1973
Executive Order 13423—Strengthening 
Federal Environmental, Energy and 
Transportation Management—January 26, 
2007
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