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The CC Challenge for Africa 

Africa’s vulnerability to climate change  and their causes is well established 
 



The CC Challenge for Africa 

Repeated cycles of climate induced disasters e.g. the Horn of Africa in 2011, and 

the Sahel last 2012. 

 



The CC Challenge for Africa 

• Decisive action on building capacity for adaptation are therefore key 

priorities for sustainable development in Africa. 

• Information and knowledge that span the interlinked stages of adaptation 

actions is urgently needed. 
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What is AAKNet/ Functions 

Aggregating 
knowledge 

Harnessing 
knowledge  

Tailoring 
support for 
Knowledge 

Coordinating  
Knowledge 
platforms 

Aggregating knowledge in 
addressing pertinent 
climatic risks, 

Harnessing knowledge for 
strategic planning processes 
including knowledge 
generated as pilots 

Tailoring support for knowledge 
needs 

Building 
alliances 

Coordinating knowledge  
platforms  in powering policy 
planning and processes 

 Building 
alliances of  knowledge 
platforms in the 
continent 

AAKNet 



AAKNet 
 

• UNEP convened an Africa Adaptation Knowledge Network (AAKNet) workshop under the theme “Convening Adaptation Knowledge Networks and 
Platforms in Africa,” from 5-6 February 2013, in Nairobi, Kenya. 

 

• The participating representatives from regional adaptation knowledge platforms agreed to adopt AAKNet as the continental network responsible for 
coordinating adaptation knowledge. 

 

 

 



AAKNet Framework 

Packaging and 

Sharing 

Knowledge 

Improved access to 

knowledge for decision-

making and planning 

  

  

Strengthened collaboration and 

synergies and reduced overlaps 

among platforms 

  

  

  

1. Compiling and 

disseminating knowledge 

products 

2. Organizing knowledge-

sharing and learning 

workshops  

3. Maintaining an online 

knowledge platform 

4. Organizing an Africa 

Adaptation Forum  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

1. Undertaking user needs 

assessments  

2. Taking stock of knowledge 

provided, and identifying 

gaps 

3. Convening workshops for 

information-sharing 

4. Providing an online 

discussion forum, e-

newsletter and mailing list 

5. Coordinating drafting of 

collaborative publications 

6. Fostering collaborative 

projects and initiatives 

  

  

  

  

  

  

1. Providing technical 

support and advisory 

services to regional and 

sub-regional processes 

2. Developing policy briefs 

and technical papers 

3. Reviewing policy options  

4. Organizing training 

workshops  

5. Convening science-policy 

dialogues  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Convening 

Knowledge 

Platforms 

Supporting 

Policy and 

Planning 

Reinforced regional and 

sub-regional policy and 

planning processes 

1.   

  

  

Work 

Areas 

Objectives 

Activities 

(examples) 



Lessons learnt in mobilizing adaptation knowledge in Africa  

• In order to conserve CC information, there is need to invest in long term commitment  such mainstreaming 
adaptation knowledge into school curriculums, probing into government statuary regulatory frameworks  
structures and policy and laws. 

 

• CC Development tools should be embedded in long-term planning approaches and integrated in government 
decision making processes. 

 

• Climate knowledge production requires trans-disciplinary research and high levels of collaboration across a 
fragmented regional higher education sector.  

 

• Linking scientists and communities e.g. Universities equip future leaders in government, business and civil 
society and to respond to climate change through their pivotal role as centres of research, teaching, 
knowledge brokerage and societal empowerment.  

 

• Identification of key players and potential stakeholders; initiation requires time, initial funding and 
coordination.  

 

• Replicating projects in different countries and contexts to validate the Innovations and best practices.  

 

• Market or sell the best practices from the project to key participants and other stakeholders and advocate for 
needed policy and regulatory changes.  

 

 



Challenges in mobilizing knowledge  

• Lack of information and accessibility to up-to-date e-tools.  
 

• Lack of capacity for climate data collection, analysis and dissemination  
 

• Lack of trans-disciplinary research and high levels of collaboration across a fragmented regional 
higher education sector  
 

• Mismatch between grassroots institution to policy alignment. There is an overall lack in CC know 
how and specialist knowledge on the subject at local grass roots level. 
 

• Intervention efforts of adaptation to climate change are not supported by well organized and 
systematic documentation. The existing information is often too scattered & general.  
 

• Funding sustainability is a challenge. 
 

• General Community level of CC awareness is low and less prioritized in the face of other pressures 
such as famine, basic sanitation & health.  
 

• Translating research into practice: Ensuring coherent approach and engagement of key actors in 
defining adaptation knowledge needs at different levels. 
 
 



 
 

Recommendations for ensuring that knowledge is accessible for all 
target audiences 

 
• Prioritization of Community needs to be  realistic to funding levels of AAKNet 
  
• Development of result-based monitoring and evaluation strategy. 

 
• Increasing the capacity building and training of trainers to ensure that mass dissemination of 

knowledge is achieved and also to allow for continued sustainability of projects. 
 

• Invest in research on climate change adaptation innovations to continually inform the focus of 
education to address relevant problems in the society, develop better teaching and learning 
methods and resources. 
 

• Recognize best practices for replication and integration into  country and regional development 
policies. 
 

• Mainstreaming climate change issue into country action and development plan. 
 

• Promote integration of indigenous knowledge on climate change concerns. 
 

• Lobby and advocate for enhancement and formulation of policies and regulation framework to 
address climate change concerns. 
 



AAKNet Portal 

www.aaknet.org 
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