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Good morning to all here today – including officials and representatives from governments, the private 

sector, civil society groups, and international organizations, honored guests, gentlemen and ladies. 

On behalf of the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment of Thailand, and specifically through the 

Office of Natural Resources and Environmental Policy and Planning and Thailand Greenhouse Gas 

Management Organization, I would like to welcome you all who have traveled to Thailand to participate in 

this important event. 

Today, climate change is an issue that is being discussed extensively, and is a problem that is global in 

scale. Many natural hazards occurring worldwide are believed to be a result of climate change, such as the 

drought in Brazil, storm surges in Japan, and the strong flooding in China and in Thailand seen last year. 

These occurrences have resulted in significant and severe impacts on all living things – especially for 

humans with respect to economic development, loss of property, and loss of life, and for these impacts no 

monetary value can be calculated. 

Study and research on global climate by scientists have found that greenhouse gas concentrations have 

risen, especially from sources attributed to anthropogenic activities. 

Therefore, in order to avoid and lessen impacts which are likely to cause increasing damage, countries 

must urgently work together to reduce the emission of greenhouse gases. Adjustments should be made to 

economic development approaches and to society to move towards reduced greenhouse gas emissions, or 

low emission development. This is the key point that has brought all of you together to participate in this 

Forum in order to exchange knowledge and ideas. 

I would like to offer an example of a low carbon development strategy that Thailand has long held – the 

“Sufficiency Economy” philosophy which His Majesty the King Bhumibol Adulyadej bestowed on the people 

of Thailand in 1997. This philosophy can be appropriately applied to developing or improving a low carbon 

strategy.  

Thus, this Forum is a starting point for all of us to become part of a network that can facilitate steps 

needed to reduce the emission of greenhouse gases. Such a path is essential to sustainable development. I 

would like to thank the US government, USAID, and the collaborating partner organizations that have 

made this Forum possible. I hope that this Forum will achieve the goals and objectives that have been set 

forth. 

Lastly, I hope that you all will also take the opportunity to get to know Bangkok and Thailand outside of 

these meeting rooms, when no Forum events are taking place.  

With that, it is my pleasure to officially open the Asia Low Emission Development Strategies Forum: 

Catalyzing an Era of Green Growth. Thank you. 


