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Introducing the Climate 
Knowledge Brokers Group 



Who are we 

A growing community of online initiatives involved as 

climate and development knowledge brokers  

http://www.seachangecop.org/
http://www.ganadapt.org/
http://www.internews.org/
http://www.irena.org/
http://www.indiaenvironmentportal.org.in/
http://www.uncclearn.org/
http://oneworldgroup.org/oneclimate
http://arcab.org/
http://www.wfp.org/
http://unfccc.int/
http://acccrn.org/


 

 We’re all convinced that access to info and 
ability to share knowledge are crucial in tackling 
climate change 

 And that online ‘knowledge brokers’ have a key 
role to play in addressing this 

 There is a great deal of valuable information 
and tools already out there 

 

But …. there are some serious shortcomings 

How we got started 

The Original Rationale: 



 Websites working in isolation 

 Duplication of effort 

 Tendency to be supply & technology driven 

 Silos (N – S, S – S, and across sectors) 

 Confusion for users 

 Many initiatives running on a shoestring 

 

…. a severe case of ‘Portal Proliferation Syndrome’ 

Serious shortcomings 



“Surely we can do this job better 
if we are talking to each other …” 

Eschborn Workshop, June 2011  

The Hypothesis 

Hosted by: Funded by: 



The Conclusion 

Yes we can ! 



 An ongoing community of practice  

 Workshop series 

 A shared workspace  and LinkedIn Group 

 Numerous bilateral collaborations 

 7 CDKN funded collaborative projects 
involving 15 online initiatives 

 An emerging vision 

 

 

 

Where we’ve got to 

http://en.openei.org/wiki/Climate_Knowledge_Brokers_Group
http://www.linkedin.com/groups?gid=4455668&trk=hb_side_g
http://cdkn.org/2012/05/climate-knowledge-brokers-reconvene-in-bonn/?loclang=en_gb


Collaborative projects 

Project Organisations 

Climate & Development Knowledge Navigator  IDS, CCCCC, UNEP, 
REEEP 

Automated tagging API  REEEP, IDS, OpenEI, 
WeAdapt 

In-depth user group analysis  IISD, IDS, CFO, 
AfricaAdapt 

Connecting climate journalists in Latin America Ecosystems 
Marketplace, SPDA  

InfoAmazonia geojournalism project Internews, O Eco 

Integrating global & regional adaptation portals WeAdapt, CSAG, 
AfricaAdapt 

Connecting stakeholders to climate data CSAG, NASA/JPL, UK-
CIP 



 Some common tools  

 Reegle search/API, Knowledge Navigator, etc.  

 Some common principles  

 Open data, share content, avoid duplication, etc. 

 Commitment to work together 

 Share learning, join forces, link up where relevant 

 

 Diversity still needed  

 To spark innovation and address emerging needs 

 

The emerging vision 



What it means for users 

 

 Easier to see and assess what’s out there 

 Easier to find what you’re looking for 

 Easier to navigate between different sources 
and levels of information 

 Less time wasted on hopeful Google searches 

 Reassurance that you’re not missing out on 
important sources 

 Some order amidst the online chaos! 

 

 



 

 Unlikely to cure Portal Proliferation 
Syndrome (but we can treat it!) 

 Reaching out to developing country users 

 Becoming more demand led 

 Data quality and availability 

 Sustainability 

Challenges 



 

 Are we on the right track? 

 As information users, what is your biggest 
plea to climate knowledge brokers? 

 How can we connect to and serve 
developing country audiences better? 

Discussion points 



To find out more 

 Contact me at: geoff.barnard@cdkn.org 

 Find the shared CKB webspace by Googling: “climate 
knowledge brokers group” or via bit.ly/UvY2Y0 

 #ckbrokers 

 

http://bit.ly/UvY2Y0

