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The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) owns and operates 75 
hydropower plants with 353 generating units. These plants are primarily 
located in Pacific Northwest, Midwest, South Central, and South Atlantic 
states. 

USACE is the fifth largest electric supplier and the number one producer of 
renewable energy in the United States.

USACE is currently implementing a Hydropower Modernization Initiative 
to increase hydropower output, efficiency, and reliability by replacing, 
upgrading, and modernizing aged and inefficient assets. 

USACE, through its Civil Works Program, carries out a wide array of water 
resources projects, including hydropower, coastal protection, disaster 
preparedness and response, environmental protection and restoration,  
flood risk protection, water supply, maintenance of navigable waters, 
recreational opportunities, and regulatory oversight.

USACE owns and operates 694 dams with 136 multipurpose projects that 
contain storage for water supply in 25 states and Puerto Rico. Collectively, 
these projects are capable of providing 3 billion gallons of water per day for 
use by communities, industries, and businesses. 

USACE operates and maintains 12,000 miles of inland and intracoastal 
waterway navigable channels, including 192 commercial lock and dam sites.

USACE dredges more than 222 million cubic yards of material each year to 
maintain navigability of waterways.

USACE’s Protection and Restoration Program focuses on reestablishing the 
natural functions of rivers, lakes, wetlands, and coasts.

USACE’s stewardship program focuses on the ongoing care and protection 
of the 12 million acres of rivers, lakes, and wetlands for which USACE is 
directly responsible.
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Mission
“…to provide vital public engineering 

services in peace and war to 

strengthen our nation’s security, 

energize the economy, and reduce 

risks from disasters.”

Overview
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
(USACE) has approximately 37,000 
dedicated civilians and soldiers 
delivering engineering services to 
customers in more than 90 countries 
worldwide. 

With environmental sustainability as 
a guiding principle, USACE works 
diligently to strengthen the nation’s 
security by building and maintaining 
America’s infrastructure and providing 
military facilities where service 
members train, work, and live. USACE 
researches and develops technology 
for war fighters while protecting 
America’s interests abroad by using 
its engineering expertise to promote 
stability and improve quality of life.

Geographic Scope
Global

Appropriations Source
House Appropriations Subcommittee 
on Energy and Water Development 

Senate Appropriations Subcommittee 
on Energy and Water Development 

Enabling Legislation
Congressional Authorization  
(May 9, 1794)

Hydro-Related Roles, Interests, Activities



USACE’s Engineering Research and Design Center helps to solve the 
nation’s most challenging problems in civil and military engineering, 
geospatial sciences, water resources, and environmental sciences. Some of 
the premier laboratories include the following:

• Coastal and Hydraulics Laboratory: navigation, flood control, and 
sustainment engineering.

• Cold Regions Research and Engineering Laboratory: ice effects, frost 
effects, and cold weather design guidance.

• Topographic Engineering Center: terrain analysis, terrain generation, 
and reasoning and visualization.

• Environmental Laboratory: aquatic habitat, groundwater modeling, 
hazardous and toxic waste research, and environmental chemistry.

USACE is the steward of the lands and waters at USACE water resource 
projects. It manages and conserves those natural resources, consistent with 
ecosystem management principles, while providing quality public outdoor 
recreation experiences.

USACE, the number one federal provider of recreation, averages 365 
million visits per year to its 422 USACE lakes. 

USACE’s Dam Safety Program uses a risk-informed approach to manage its 
portfolio of 694 dams, with public safety being the number one priority. 

USACE develops engineering criteria for automating, monitoring, 
inspecting, and assessing risk of dam failure. It implements interim risk 
reduction measures that may be required to ensure safe dam operation. 

USACE’s Levee Safety Program assesses the integrity and viability of levees 
and recommends courses of action to ensure that levee systems do not 
present unacceptable risks to the public, property, and environment.

USACE’s Hydropower Program supports the nation’s economic health and 
development by providing an affordable renewable power source. 

USACE dams also support economic vitality by ensuring the navigability of 
the nation’s waterways.
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Agency Role 
USACE developed hydropower 
facilities from 1933 to 1989. Since 
1989, USACE has not undertaken any 
new hydropower development. The 
current USACE policy for developing 
hydropower at its non-powered 
dams is to encourage non-federal 
development through the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission’s 
(FERC) hydropower licensing process. 

USACE acts as a cooperating agency 
for National Environmental Protection 
Act review of FERC-licensed projects. 
If any modifications to a USACE dam 
are required, the non-federal developer 
has to acquire USACE approval of 
the dam under Section 10 of the 
Rivers and Harbors Act [33 U.S.C. 
408]. Additionally, the non-federal 
hydropower developer is required to 
obtain a USACE regulatory permit 
under Section 404 of the Clear Water 
Act if any dredge or fill material is 
placed in U.S. waterways.

Legislative Drivers
Rivers and Harbors Act of  
1899 (Sections 9 and 10)
Rivers and Harbors Act of  
1917 (Section 7)
Flood Control Acts of 1920, 1936, 1938 
(Section 4), and 1944 (Section 5)
Clean Water Act of 1972 (Section 404)
Marine Protection, Research, and 
Sanctuaries Act of 1972 (Section 103)
Water Resources Development Act of 
1986 (Section 703)

REGULATORY PROCESS


