
	  

The Low Emission Development Strategies (LEDS) Global Partnership was founded in 2011 to enhance coordination, information exchange, and cooperation among 
countries and international programs working to advance low emission climate resilient growth. The LEDS Global Partnership currently brings together LEDS leaders and 
practitioners from more than 120 countries and international institutions through innovative peer learning and collaboration forums and networks. For the full list of participants 
and more information on partnership activities, see ledsgp.org 
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THE SUB-NATIONAL INTEGRATION WORKING GROUP    

The Working Group on the Sub-National Integration of LEDS (SNI-LEDS WG) aims to strengthen the mobilization of 
climate-resilient, low emission development by optimizing the integration of efforts between national and sub-national 
governments. It seeks to achieve this through facilitating collaboration, capacity building, peer learning and exchange 
among national and sub-national governments (SNGs) and the international organizations working to support them.  

The SNI-LEDS WG is one of eight issue-focused working groups that facilitate dialogue, develop and deliver technical 
resources and training, provide expert assistance, engage topical networks, and convene virtual forums under the LEDS 
GP. 

ACTIVITIES 
Capacity Building 
The SNI-LEDS WG builds capacity of LEDS teams on SNI issues through sessions held at regional and global 
workshops, webinars, and pilot support to countries.  Experiences from these activities are shared through workshop 
sessions and case studies and will inform future work. Capacity building activities include: 

• Technical sessions on SNI issues at regional and global LEDS GP events 

• Pilot projects to team with countries in supporting approaches to improve coordinated LEDS development and 
implementation across sub-national and national levels 

• Identifying new or under-supported areas of need, and facilitating collaborations to address them. 

Coordination Meetings 
The SNI-LEDS WG convenes regular calls and meetings bringing together key international organizations for information-
sharing, collaboration and joint planning on advocacy, programme design and implementation.  

Activity Mapping and Technical Resources 
The SNI-LEDS WG compiles informational and technical resources to map the scope of current and planned work in this 
area and to provide technical support to LEDS teams on integrated national and sub-national approaches and measures. 
This includes: 

• Listing of projects conducting similar work and inventory of existing practices and technical resources for SNI  

• Preparation of case studies and reports to capture country experiences and lessons 

• Identification of opportunities, barriers and strategies for integrated national and sub-national action  

The inventory of resources informs and guides capacity building activities, such as a recent presentation of the inventory 
at the UNFCCC Forum on experiences and best practices of Cities and Sub-national Authorities.1 

                                                
1	  http://unfccc.int/bodies/awg/items/8169.php	  



 

BACKGROUND: THE SUB-NATIONAL INTEGRATION LEDS WORKING GROUP 
City, state and regional action is a critical component of global action on climate change. The world’s 50 largest cities—
those with more than 500 million people—generate about 2.6 billion tCO2e annually, making them the third largest 
anthropogenic source of emissions behind the entire emissions of the United States and China combined.2   

Increasingly, sub-national actors are taking a leading role in achieving GHG emission reductions and building resilience to 
climate change. SNGs are often best placed to identify local needs and benefits and to exploit synergies across 
investment priorities through mobilizing local resources and coordinating between individuals, institutions and sectors that 
are crucial to mitigation action. SNGs have greater opportunities for policy innovation in developing tailored solutions and 
identifying policy complementarities, for example through local piloting and experimentation.  In fact, according to a 2012 
UNDP report, “most investments to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and adapt to climate change (50-80% for mitigation 
and up to 100% for adaptation) take place at the sub-national and local levels.” 

Integration is critically important as national governments depend on cities and SNGs to deliver mitigation action through 
directly implementing policies.  As well, SNGs can strengthen and reinforce national policies to help reach higher 
ambitions.  However, understanding of how to ensure effective integration of this kind is limited and there is an 
acknowledged need to share and document experiences of effective multi-level government approaches to low emission 
development. This need was recognized by participants at the second annual LEDS GP meeting in Pattaya, Thailand in 
February 2013 and resulted in the creation of the SNI WG. 

SNI WG RESOURCES3 
Case Studies, Reports, and White Papers 

• Case Study: The Sub-national Integration of the Viet Nam Green Growth Strategy (VGGS) (July 2014) 

• Case Study: Financing Urban Growth in Brasil (April 2014) 

• Report: Key Outcomes from the Africa LEDS Platform, Sub-national Governance and Climate Session  (April 2014) 

• Report: Summary of SNI session at the Second Asia LEDS Forum (October 2013) 

• White Paper: What National Governments Can Do To Accelerate Sub-national Action on Climate  (June 2014) 

Webinars 
• Best Practices: Integrating National and Sub-national Government LEDS (spanish)4  (April 2014) 

• Financing Sub-national Climate Action and the Role of V-NAMAs5 (March 2014) 

JOIN US 
Please join this effort by contacting: Scott A. Muller, s.muller@mac.com; Nicholas Harrison, N.Harrison@ecofys.com or 
Maryke van Staden, maryke.van.staden@iclei.org. For more information about the SNI WG, please visit 
http://ledsgp.org/planning/NationalSubnationalLEDS.  

                                                
2	  http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTUWM/Resources/340232-1205330656272/CitiesandClimateChange.pdf 	  
3	  Available at http://ledsgp.org/planning/NationalSubnationalLEDS/documents	  
4 Recording http://ledsgp.org/LEDSLAC/WebinarIII2014/Video Presentations http://ledsgp.org/LEDSLAC/WebinarIII2014/Presentaciones 
5 http://www.iclei.org/climate-roadmap/pressroom/news/news-details/article/webinars-financing-sub-national-climate-action-and-the-role-of-v-namas.html	  


